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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE STATE 187112 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, US, CE 

SUBJECT: PRIME MINISTER'S RESPONSE TO PRESIDENT'S CONGRATU- 
LATIONS 

REF: STATE 173567 

1 . FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF REPLY FROM PRIME MINISTER 

JAY AWARD ANE TO PRESIDENT CARTERS MESSAGE OF CONGRATULATIONS 
ON TAKING OFFICE (REFTEL). MESSAGE WAS HAND-DELIVERED 
AUGUST 8 TO DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY DUBS BY AMBASSADOR 
KANAKARATNE. 

2. QUOTE: I AM VERY GRATEFUL TO YOU FOR YOUR KIND AND 
THOUGHTFUL MESSAGE OF CONGRATULATIONS ON MY APPOINTMENT AS 
PRIME MINISTER OF THE REPUBLIC OF SRI LANKA. 

3. OUR TWO COUNTRIES WHICH SHARE THE SAME DEMOCRATIC 
TRADITIONS, HAVE A LONG RECORD OF FRIENDSHIP AND CO-OPERA- 
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TION. I HAVE NO DOUBT THAT THE CLOSE TIES BETWEEN THE 
PEOPLE OF SRI LANKA AND THE U.S.A. WILL BE FURTHER STRENGTH- 
ENED IN THE YEARS THAT LIE AHEAD. 

4. I AM CONFIDENT THAT I WILL HAVE YOUR UNDERSTANDING AND 
SYMPATHY IN MY EFFORTS TO BUILD AN EQUITABLE SOCIETY IN 
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SRI LANKA BASED ON HUMAN DIGNITY AND FREEDOM FROM WANT. 

5. LET ME ASSURE YOU THAT SRI LANKA WILL PLAY HER ROLE IN 
THE PURSUIT OF OUR COMMON GOALS OF PEACE, STABILITY AND 
ECONOMIC PROGRESS IN THE WORLD. J.R. JAY AWARD ANE, M.P. 

PRIME MINISTER OF THE REPUBLIC OF SRI LANKA.UNQUOTE. CHRISTOPHER 
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